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Jointly organized by Astrid Lipinsky, Director Vienna Center for Taiwan Studies 
and Jens Damm1, Associate Prof, Chang Jung Christian University Taiwan (CJCU)

09:30-10:00  Astrid Lipinsky (University of Vienna) and Jens Damm (CJCU) 

 “Opening remarks”

10.00 -11.00  Jens Damm 

 “Taiwan’s Cultural and Public Diplomacy towards Southeast   

 Asia: Continuities and Shifts in the First Months of Cai Yingwen’s  (Tsai  

 Ing-wen) Presidency”

11:00-11:30  Break 

11:30-12:30 Julia Marinaccio (University of Vienna)

 “Taiwanese Cultural Diplomacy. The Vienna Taiwan Alumni Club”

12:30-13:30 Lunch break

13:30-14:30  Astrid Lipinsky (University Vienna)

 “Southeast Asian Migrants in Taiwanese Children’s Literature”

14.30 -15.00  Break

15:00-16:00  Alfred Gerstl (University of Vienna)

 OBOR and the Role of Taiwan in Southeast Asia

16:00-17:00 General discussion including the “Joint Seminar Application   

 Taiwan Austria (MOST/FWF)” 2018-2019

1 Graduate Institute of Taiwan Studies, Non-residential research fellow at the Oriental Institute of the 
Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic

“Taiwan’s New Southbound Policy: 
Global and Regional Issues of Cultural and Public 
Diplomacy” 
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Jens Damm “Taiwan’s Cultural and Public Diplomacy towards Southeast Asia: Continuities 
and Shifts in the First Months of Cai Yingwen’s (Tsai Ing-wen) Presidency”

Since the inauguration of Tsai Ingwen as new president of the ROC (on Taiwan), a foreign policy 
shift has become obvious: cross -Strait relations have been replaced by a new focus on Southeast 
Asia (a new Southbound policy, the first southbound policy was introduced under Lee Tenghui), 
while cross- Strait relations have become increasingly sidelined within the Taiwanese discourse.

My training as a sinologist, my current working experience as an associate professor at the Graduate 
Institute of Taiwan Studies Chang Jung Christian University, as well as my work as Principal 
Investigator (PI) on a three year- research project as Research Fellow at the Oriental Institute of 
the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, will allow me to make a valuable contribution to 
the discussion on “China’s Cultural Diplomacy and the Role of Non-State Actors”, 2015-2018 (PI) 
(GARC).  The following issues will be taken into account:

1) Changes in Taiwan itself: the changes within the governing party, from the KMT under MA 
Yingjiu to the DPP under Tsai Ingwen have been strongly focused on Taiwanese sovereignty. One 
of the aims is to improve relations with a variety of states, including states in Southeast Asia, such 
as Malaysia, Singapore, the Philippines, and Indonesia; Taiwan’s relationships with Japan and the 
US are also being re-evaluated.

2) Changes in China: China’s domestic policies do not primarily include Taiwan in the focus. Relations 
with the South China Sea are shaped – in the view of China – by positive redeployments, such as 
Duterte in the Philippines, who wants to exit the US orbit, as well as by negative developments, 
for example, the increasing number of civil society protests in Malaysia and Singapore against 
Chinese immigration and investment. At the same time, China’s economic development has given 
rise to concern and SEA states are seeking a broader portfolio, not only looking toward China

3) Japan: due to domestic issues (Abe), but also taking into consideration the waning importance 
of China, Japan is once more discussing its future global role. This could offer some hope for Taiwan 
in the international sphere.

Nevertheless, Taiwan’s public diplomacy and cultural diplomacy is still hindered by the overarching 
“One China Policy”, which, in the author’s opinion, despite all the hopes expressed by the current 
Taiwanese administration, is not really being questioned: neither the new US president, Trump, 
nor Abe, are really willing to renegotiate the internationally- accepted one China policy.  Taiwanese 
politicians and the public are too easily lured by some US and Japanese comments: although these 
seem to offer a greater space for Taiwan, they clearly underestimate the dominant role played by 
China, especially the importance of China in strategic, economic and increasingly ecological terms. 
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